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In a SCID mouse infection model inoculated with an influenza
virus A (H3N2), therapeutic effect was observed by a 14-day
oral administration of favipiravir with a dose of 30 mg/kg/day.

3. Mechanism of action'* %°

It is considered that favipiravir is metabolized in cells to a
ribosyl triphosphate form (favipiravir RTP) and that favipiravir
RTP selectively inhibits RNA polymerase involved in influenza
viral replication. With regards to the activity against human
DNA polymerases o, B and y, favipiravir RTP (1000 umol/L)
showed no inhibitory effect on a, 9.1-13.5% inhibitory effect
on B and 11.7-41.2% inhibitory effect on 7. Inhibitory
concentration (ICso) of favipiravir RTP on human RNA
polymerase II was 905 umol/L.

4. Resistance'
No change of susceptibility of type A influenza viruses to
favipiravir was observed after 30 passages in the presence of
favipiravir, and no resistant viruses have been selected. In
clinical studies including the global phase III study, information
about emergence of favipiravir-resistant influenza viruses has
not been obtained.
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Nonproprietary name: Favipiravir
Chemical name: 6-Fluoro-3-hydroxypyrazine-2-carboxamide
Structure formula:
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